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October 25th 1926. 
 
Bermuda. Oct. 23. -- Violent hurricane Friday. Considerable damage 
property; no deaths reported. British S. Eastway, Hampton Roads for 
Pernambuco, lat. 31 North. long. 03 West, bunkers shifted, hatches broken, 
stokehold flooded, boats damaged, requires assistance. Steamers Fort St. 
George and Luciline gone assist.  
Bermuda. Oct. 23. -- British S. Luciline picked up third officer and 11 crew 
of British S. Eastway (before reported in distress), and reports fears balance 
crew lost. Luciline landing rescued crew Bermuda to-night.  
 



 October 26th 1926. 
 

THE LOSS OF H.M.S. VALERIAN. 
N0 FURTHER SURVIVORS. 

(From our Correspondent)  
BERMUDA, Oct. 25. No trace of any further survivors of H.M.S. 

Valerian, which foundered in a hurricane on Friday, has been discovered by 
the vessels which have conducted the search. The two officers and 18 men 
saved are still too ill to be able to give an account of the disaster, and the 
captain, Commander W. A. Usher, is in a critical-condition. 

The British steamer Eastway, which was also lost, encountered the 
storm on Thursday night, and all but one of her lifeboats vere swept away. 
Among the 21 persons drowned were the master, Captain Vanston, of 
Penarth, who leaves a wife and three children, tho chief officer, Mr. Murphy 
(Cardiff). the chief engineer, Mr. Shimmons (Whitby), the second officer, 
Mr. Holbrook (Newport), the vireless operator, Mr. Jones (Luton), Messrs. 
Williams (Cardiff), Hedley (Sunderland). and Miller, engineers. The 
survivors, who include the third officer. Mr. Davey, got away in the sole 
remaining lifeboat, and were picked up by the oil tanker Luciline on 
Saturday morning. They were without food and water when rescued. The 
Luciline had been standing by the Eastway, and had given up hope of 
rescue, when she saw the lifeboat containing the survivors.  

 
A memorial service for the officers and men who lost their lives in 

H.M.S. Valerian will be held at Portsmouth Dockyard Church on Thursday at 
10.45 a.m.  



November 10th 1926. 
 
The Berengaria has arrived at Cherbourg from New York with the 12 
survivors of the collier Eastway, of Cardiff, which foundered in the storm off 
Bermuda in which H.M. Sloop Valerian was lost. 



 April 26th 1927. 
 

LOSS OF THE EASTWAY. 
As the result of a prolonged Board of Trade inquiry a Cardiff 

shipowner, Mr. Watkin James Williams, was held on Friday to have 
contributed, by culpable conduct, to the loss of the steamship Eastway, off 
Burmuda, on October 21 last year, when, of her crew of 35, only 12 were 
saved. He was ordered to pay £1,000 towards the cost of the inquiry. The 
Court found that the cause of the foundering of the vessel was a large influx 
of water through the port hatch, the covers of which were washed away by 
big seas owing to a heavy list to port. When the vessel left Norfolk, Virginia, 
she was 13½in. below her mark, and the Court held that the instructions to 
the captain did not provide for proper precautions to prevent this.  



May 30th 1927. 
 

LOSS OF THE EASTWAY. 
FINDINGS OF COURT OF INQUIRY. 

The Findings of the Court of inquiry sitting at Cardiff in March and 
April on the foundering of the steamship Eastway in the Atlantic on October 
22, 1926, was issued by the Board of Trade on Saturday. It states that the 
loss of the Eastway was due to 'her' being "over- laden on her last voyage 
with the sanction of the registered manager, who abstained from taking any 
steps or giving any instructions. as it was his duty to do, to guard against 
stuch overloading. Hence the Court finds that the conduct of the registered 
manager, Watkin James Williams, is blameworthy and culpable, and 
therefore orders him to pay £1,000 towards thc costs of this inquiry."  

The Eastway sailed from Norfolk, Va., on October 18. 1926, with a 
cargo of coal, and during a gale on October 22 she foundered. Twenty-two 
of her crew were lost, while 12 succeeded in getting into one of her life- 
boats and were picked up later.  



August 11th 1927. 
 

FOUNDERING OF STEAMER. 
CHARGE AGAINST CARDIFF SHIPOWNER 

Watkin James Williams, manager of the St. Mary Steamship Company, 
Cardiff. was remanded, on bail of £1,000, at Cardiff Police Court yesterday 
on a charge that he was a party to unlawfully sending the steamship 
Eastway from Norfolk, Virginia, to sea in such an unworthy state that the 
lives of the crew were likely to be thereby endangered.  

Mr. L. H. A. Pratt, who appeared for the Public Prosecutor, said that 
Williams was one of the managing directors of the St. Mary Steamship 
Company, the owners of the Eastway, of which he was also the registered 
manager. Last October the Eastway was under charter to carry a cargo of 
coal from Norfolk, Virginia, to Pernambuco, and evidence would be called to 
the effect that when the steamer left Norfolk on October 18 she was heavily 
overladen. The Eastway foundered off Bermuda on October 22, with the loss 
of the master, Captain Vanstone, and 22 members of the crew. It was also 
proposed to call evidence concerning, an instruction alleged to have been 
given by Williams to the master of the vessel - an instruction which, 
according to the prosecution, could only be complied with by the vessel 
being overladen.  

Mr. N. Ingledew, who appeared for the defence, said that Williams 
had a perfect answer to the accusation.  

Williams was remanded until September 1. 



September 8th 1927. 
 

CHARGE AGAINST A SHIPOWNER. 
Watkin James Williams, 46, shipowner surrendered to his bail at the 

Cardiff Police Court yesterday to answer a charge of being a party to 
sending the steamer Eastway from Norfolk, Virginia, to sea in such an unsea- 
worthy state that the lives of the master and the crew were lkely to be 
endangered. Mr. Trevor Hunter, defending, said he most unwillingly 
consented to a further adjournment which was applied for on behalf of the 
Director of Public Prosecutions. The accused was most anxious to meet the 
charge at the earliest possible moment. A further remand was granted to 
September 21, bail being again allowed. 

 



Thursday September 22nd 1927. 

 
LOSS OF CARDIFF STEAMER. 
CHARGE AGAINST MANAGER. 

Watkin James Williams, 46, a Cardiff shipowner, surrendered to his 
bail at the Cardiff Police Court yesterday to answer a charge of being a 
party to sending the s.s. Eastway from Norfolk, Virginia, to sea in such an 
unseaworthy state that the lives of the master and the crew were likely to 
be endangered. There were 12 similar charges in respect of voyages made 
by another ship, the s.s. Tideway.  

The Eastway left Norfolk, Virginia, in October last, with a cargo of 
coal, and some days later foundered with the loss of 23 lives. Twelve other 
members of the crew were picked up by another ship. At a Board of Trade 
inquiry held in April it was alleged that the vessel was overloaded.  
In opening the case, Mr. W. N. Stable said that the charges were brought 
under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894. The Eastway belonged to the St. 
Mary Steamship Company, of which Mr. Williams was managing director and 
a large shareholder. In all the charges the allegation of unseaworthiness was 
solely one of overloading. There was no suggestion that either the Eastway 
or the Tideway was an unsound ship. The charge as to the Eastway was that 
when she left Norfolk on what proved to be her last voyage she was loaded 
down so deep in the water that she was in an unseaworthy condition to the 
peril of the lives of those on board.  

The Eastway was built in 1915 and came under Mr. Williams's 
management in April, 1923. She carried a freeboard of 9ft. 11in. on a 
summer voyage between April 1 and September 30. On a winter voyage she 
had to load lighter to a depth of 27ft. 11in., with a freeboard of 10ft. 6in., 
and a cargo of just over 9,000 tons would bring her down to her winter 
marks.  

The voyage from Norfolk to Pernambuco was a winter voyage. She 
left Norfolk on October 18 and ran into a hurricane. On October 22 she went 
down and 23 out of her 35 lives were lost, including those of the master and 
all the officers. He (counsel) would call survivors to prove that, instead of 
being 27ft. 11in., the Eastway's draught was just over 29ft. when she left 
Norfolk. She had a total of 9,502 tons in cargo and bunkers on board - more 
than 400 tons in excess of anything the vessel carried when loaded down to 
her winter marks. The vessel was chartered to load at Norfolk a minimum 
cargo of 7,500 tons of coal, and a maximum of 8,000 tons. It was alleged 
that on two previous voyages the Eastway was overloaded and that this 
aroused no comment on Mr. Williams's part. The charges with regard to the 
Tideway related to the years 1924, 1925, and 1926. An officer who was on 
board her for two of those years would say that when she was loaded in a 
foreign port she was always below her mark, but that when she was loaded 
in the United Kingdom the master was careful to see that she was not 
loaded below her line.  

Mr. Allen Pratt, solicitor, of Cardiff, who acted for the Board of Trade 
at the official inquiry, produced cablegrams and other documents relating 
to the Eastway's cargoes. Mr. Archibald David Jones, secretary of the St. 
Mary Steamship Company, who attended on subpoena, cross-examined by 



Mr. G. P. Langton, K.C, defending, said that Mr. Williams was remunerated 
on the basis of £3,000 a year, out of which he had to pay office expenses. 
No dividend had been paid on the Ordinary shares of the company for the 
past two years. The company owned four ships, which were all mortgaged. 
The earnings of the company in 1925 and 1926 were sufficient to pay the 
interest on the mortgages.  

It appeared from other evidence that the Eastway was originally the 
Pentland Range, built on the Tyne. The hearing was adjourned until to-day.  



Friday September 23rd 1927. 

 
LOSS OF CARDIFF STEAMER. 

EVIDENCE ON CHARGES OF OVERLOADING. 
Further evidence was given at the Cardiff Police Court yesterday in 

the case in which Watkin James Williams, 46, shipowner, of Cardiff, is 
charged with being a party to sending ships to sea in an unseaworthy state 
owing to alleged overloading. The proceedings arose first out of the loss of 
the ss. Eastway, which foundered in a hurricane on October 22 last, four 
days after leaving Norfolk, Va., 23 of the crew being lost. Other charges, 12 
in number, related to voyages made by the s.s. Tideway. The prosecution 
alleged that the vessels were overloaded, and that the Eastway had on 
board 9,502 tons of coal in cargo and bunkers, or more than 400 tons in 
excess of her proper load.  

Mr. W. N. Stable and Mr. J. Buckley prosecuted; and Mr. G. P. 
Langton, K.C., and Mr. Trevor Hunter appeared for the defence.  
Mr. Robert J. Reeves, an official of Somerset House, gave evidence as to the 
St. Mary Steamship Company, Limited, the owners of the two vessels. The 
defendant was managing director.  

Mr. Archibald David Jones, secretary of the company, produced 
accounts showing that on previous voyages made by the Eastway from 
Norfolk, Va., freight was paid on 7,597 tons in November, 1925, and on 
7,826 tons in May, 1926.  

In reply to Mr. Langton he said that the actual freight of the first 
cargo was 2 per cent., or 152 tons less than 7,597 tons, and in the case of 
the second cargo it was 156 tons less.  

Douglas Petfield, of Aberdeen, apprentice on board the Eastway, said 
he signed on as an able seaman for her last voyage. He was on board when 
the vessel was loaded. After some of the hatches were put on he looked 
over the side and saw just the top of the plimsol disc, the rest of the disc 
being under water.  

Asked if he ever saw the disc in that position before, Petfield 
replied:-" Not like it was then." Captain Vanstone and all the officers were 
drowned when the Eastway went down, and 12 of the crew were saved after 
being in the lifeboat for 17 hours.  
Replying to Mr. Langton, Petfield said he could not read the disc correctly 
from the position where he stood, and he did not think much about it. On 
the evening of the 21st he heard the captain say to the mate that there was 
a hurricane ahead somewhere, and either that he would cut straight through 
it or else: that they were cutting for it. Captain Vanstone was, he agreed, "a 
plucky chap."  

Edward Davie, also of Aberdeen, another survivor, said that, after the 
vessel loaded he entered the vessel's draught into the scrap log. It was 29ft. 
lOin. forward, 29ft. aft, and 29ft. 5in. mean draught. He heard the chief 
officer tell the coal foreman while the ship was loading that she was to take 
7,700 tons of cargo and 1,800 tons of bunkers.  

Replying to Mr. Langton. he said the hurricane was a bad one, H.M.S. 
Valerian being lost on the same day as the Eastway, which was then about 



150 miles south-west of Bermuda. At 3 p.m. the Eastway had a list to port of 
1Odeg. The port bunker hatch was stove right in, and water was going down 
it.  

William Louis Rule, of Cardiff, who was master of the Eastway from 
April, 1923, to June, 1924, said that during that period he did not think she 
carried her full deadweight of 9,400 tons on her summer draught of 28ft. 
6in. His impression was that it was difficult to carry 9,120 tons on her winter 
draught.  

Captain William Henry Boxhall, of Plymouth, was called to prove that 
a voyage made from Norfolk. Va., in October was a "winter" voyage. If the 
Eastway was loaded six inches below her proper marks and sailed in October 
last for the Plate it was adding to the risk and it should never be done. If 
she was loaded 11in. below her marks the risk was doubled. The hearing was 
adjourned until to-day. 



Saturday September 24th 1927. 

 
LOSS OF CARDIFF STEAMER. 

OVERLOADING ALLEGED. 
The case in which Watkin James Williams, aged 40, managing director 

of the St. Mary Steamship Company, Limited, Cardiff, is charged with being 
a party to sending two of the company's ships to sea in an unseaworthy state 
owing to alleged overloading, was continued at Cardiff Police Court 
yesterday. One of the vessels, the s.s. Eastway, foundered in a burricane off 
Bermuda on October 22 last, four days after leaving Norfolk, Va., 23 of the 
crew being lost.  

Twelve of the 13 charges are in respect of voyages made by the 
steamship Tideway. It is alleged that both vessels were overloaded, the 
Eastway to the extent of over 400 tons. She left Norfolk, Va., four days 
before the disaster, with a cargo of coal.  

William Henry Boxhall, of Plymouth, a master mariner of over 40 
years' experience, who on Thursday expressed the view that the loading of 
the Eastway belowv her load mark added to the risk of life, was recalled.  
Replying to Mr. G. P. Langton, K.C., for the defence, he said that the 
Eastway was a shelter deck ship, the type which Plimsoll called " box carts 
witlh sideboards." Mr. Langton suggested that if the vessel were loaded 6in. 
below her winter mark her buoyancy, which was 35 per cent, would be 
reduced only by between 1 and 2 per cent.  
Captain Boxhall said that reserve buoyancy was a minor quantity in that 
case.  

Thomas Harrison, nautical surveyor of the Board of Trade at Cardiff, 
stated that from the load line certificate of the Eastway she rose 7in. when 
loaded in salt water, as compared with fresh water. An allowance of 
approxi- mately 4¾in. would be made at Norfolk. Questioned about a list of 
previous cargoes carried by the Eastway, he said that in November, 1925, on 
a voyage from Norfolk to Rio, she was overloaded to the extent of 11½in. 
below her mark, and on a similar voyage in May of last year she was 
overloaded to an extent of 8in. The witness expressed the view that if the 
vessel were loaded 6in. below her winter mark it would be a serious 
handicap to her.  

Counsel - Assume she was overloaded to bring her down another four 
or five inches ? - It would make her a very wet and possibly a dangerous 
ship. Much, of course, would depend on the weather.  

Mr. Langton suggested that a ship loading at Norfolk on October 18, 
but sailing south of the Equator, would be in summer conditions longer than 
winter conditions. He asked if a good many captains going south of the 
Equator loaded to summer mark at Norfolk.  

Mr. Harrison. - I believe it is done.  
Further questioned, Mr. Harrison said if the vessel had a list to port of 2deg, 
when trimmed upright she would be light of her load-line. In salt water she 
would be lighter still. When he examined the Eastway in March, 1926, she 
was a well-found ship in every respect and a very good type of steamer.  



Re-examined, Mr. Harrison said that if the Eastway had on her last vovage 
9,500 tons in cargo and bunkers, judging by her previous records it would 
have brought her well below her winter marks, and would be 154 tons in 
excess of anything she previously carried when loaded to her summer marks.  
Passages from the evidence which Mr. Watkin Williams gave at the Board of 
Trade inquiry into the loss of the Eastway were read, and the case for the 
prosecution in regard to the Eastway was closed, and the hearing was 
adjourned until to-day.  



Monday September 26th 1927. 

 
SHIPOWNER SENT FOR TRIAL. 

LOSS OF THE EASTWAY. 
Watkin James Williams, 46, managing director of the St. Mary 

Steamship Company, Limited, Cardiff, was committed for trial at Cardiff on 
Saturday, on charges of being a party to sending the steamer Eastway to sea 
in an unseaworthy condition. The Eastway foundered with the loss of 23 
lives in a hurricane off Bermuda in October last year.  

The prosecution alleged that the Eastway and another vessel, the 
Tideway, were over-loaded. The hearing of charges connected with the 
Tideway was adjourned until tomorrw.  

 
CASE FOR DEFENCE. 

The case for the prosecution respecting the Eastway was closed on 
Friday, and on Saturday Mr. G. P. Langton, K.C., for the defence, asked that 
the charges regarding the Eastway should be dismissed, contending that the 
case fell short of anything upon which there was a chance of a jury 
convicting. He submitted that the evidence regarding the Plimsoll disc and 
the ship's draught was contradictory. With a slight list to port, and the top 
of the disc showing on the port side, the vessel was hardly loaded down to 
her summer marks in fresh water. If the ship had been seriously over-loaded 
the whole of the crew would have noticed it. The ship made the best speed 
she had ever made on leaving Norfolk, Virginia, on her last voyage, and that 
did not suggest a seriously overladen ship. If the Court were satisfied the 
ship was lost as H.M.S. Valerian was lost in the hurricane and would have 
been lost whether loaded to her marks or not, that ended the case.  

In regard to the defendant's instructions to the master to load only 
sufficient bunkers to take the ship to Las Palmas, it was the most definite 
instruction not to overload. All the allegations of overloading in the case of 
the Eastway applied to voyages from Norfolk, Virginia. Without making any 
reflection on the master, Captain Vanstone, possibly he was one of the 
skippers who had loaded to summer marks at Norfolk knowing that after 60 
miles they would have crossed the 36th parallel which the Board of Trade 
fixed upon as marking the most dangerous side of the North Atlantic. The 
prosecution was confusing two offences, one for which a fine of £100 could 
be imposed, and the more serious offence that the ship was so unseaworthy 
as seriously to endanger life.  

Mr. W. N. Stable, prosecuting counsel, said that there was evidence 
that the Eastway was loaded 1ft. 1in. below her winter mark. The master's 
sailing telegram and the bill of lading showed that she had 9,502 tons in 
cargo and bunkers on board which was 481 tons in excess of what she was 
supposed to carry. The whole of the evidence was that she left Norfolk, 
Virginia, seriously overloaded. On the voyage in November, 1925, the ship 
was loaded 5½in. below her summer mark and in May, 1926 she was 8in. 
below her summer mark. The latter voyage was important because the fact 
was brought directly to Mr. Williams's notice. When it was found that within 
12 months the vessel had made two trips from the same port seriously 



overloaded and a third voyage was made and the ship was again overloaded, 
there was, he submitted, abundant evidence to go before a jury.  

The magistrates decided that the case with regard to the Eastway 
must go for trial.  

The defendant, who pleaded " Not Guilty," reserved his defence.  
 

The Tideway. 
Opening the case with regard to the steamship Tideway, Mr. Stable 

said the charges covered the period from January 5, 1924, to April 13, 1927. 
There were 12 voyages, and in each case the prosecution alleged that the 
vessel was overloaded to such a degree as to endanger the lives on board. 
The vessel was rather smaller than the Eastway; her summer draught was 
25ft. 4in., and her winter draught 24ft. 10 in. On her summer lines she was 
constructed to lift 8,800 tons dead weight, and on her winter lines 8,549 
tons. Mr. Watkin James Williams was her registered manager.  

Saunders Gervaise Weir, of Bristol, said that he served on the 
Tideway as second mate from August, 1924, until June, 1927. He was 
interested in an instrument for portraying the trim and draught of a ship 
which necessitated obtaining data of all weights placed on board a ship, and 
the readings of all draughts. He made notes at the time of these particulars 
and produced them in evidence. The hearing was adjourned until tomorrow.  
 



Tuesday November 22nd 1927. 

 
SHIPOWNER ON TRIAL. 

LOSS OF THE EASTWAY. 
At the Cardiff Assizes yesterday, before Mr. Justice Wright, the trial 

was begun of Watkin James Williams, 46, a shipowner, on an indictment 
relating to the loss of the British steamship Eastway, which foundered in a 
hurricane on October 22, 1926, after leaving Norfolk, Vlrginia, 23 of the 
crew, including the captain, being lost. It was alleged that Williams was a 
party to sending the Eastway to sea in such an unseaworthy state that the 
lives of persons on board were endangered thereby. There were two further 
charges against Williams-namely, that on or about July 20, 1926, and on or 
about April 13, 1927, at Cardiff, he was party to sending the British 
steamship Tideway, from Bahia Blanca, to sea in such an unseaworthy state 
that the lives of the master and crew were endangered thereby.  

The Attorney-General (Sir Douglas Hogg, K.C.), prosecuted on behalf 
of the Director of Public Prosecutions. With him were Mr. Artemus Jones, 
K.C., and Mr. W. N. Stable. Mr. G. P. Langton, K.C., and. Mr. Trevor Hunter 
defended.  

Wiliams pleaded "Not Guilty" to the indictments, which numbered 
three, one in respect of the Eastway and two in respect of the Tideway. 
There were altogether in the indictments 13 counts, of which 12 were in 
respect of the Tideway.  

The Attorney-General, in opening the case for the prosecution, said 
that for a great many years there had been a law in this countrv which said 
that every British ship should be given a depth to which she was allowed to 
be submerged by loading. The depth to which a vessel might be sunk in the 
water by loading depended on the time of the year she was taking her 
voyage. The Eastway was built in 1915. In summer her draught, when new, 
was 28ft. 6in., and in winter 27ft. 11in. She was first in the Russian 
Volunteer Fleet in 1915. After the war she was sold to the St. Mary's 
Shipping Company Cardiff, and renamed Eastway.  

 
Encounter with Gale. 

The voyage of the Eastway from Norfolk was a winter voyage. The 
vessel sailed with a deadweight on board of 9,502 tons, and her draught 
when she started was 29ft. 5in. But the water at Norfolk was brackish, and 
as salt water was heavier than fresh the difference allowed, in the draught 
in respect of that was a little less than 5in., so that the Eastway's draught 
when she sailed must be taken as 29ft. 1Iin., as against a maximum allowed 
of 27ft. 11in. Every inch meant 40 tons of cargo, and every inch meant an 
increase of the risk to the life of those on board. On the other hand, the 
greater the cargo, the greater the profit to the shipper.  

The Eastway sailed with 382 tons more than her deadweight winter 
capacity. She had been out two or three days when she met very bad 
weather. Somewhere in the neighbourhood there was a hurricane blowing, 
and the result was a heavy gale and violent seas where she was. Gradually, 
under the stress of the storn she took a list to one side, and the coverings of 



the hatches were washed away. The captain made a most gallant attempt to 
retrieve the situation by replacing te tarpaulin. He was carried overboard 
and drowned. Distress signals were sent out, and on the evening of October 
22 the ship foundered. Out of 35 persons on board 23 were drowned. The 
remaining 12 were rescued, some 12 hours after the Eastway went down, by 
ships who answered her distress signals.  

On the queston of motive and of " who stood to profit'" by the ship, 
being overladen, the Attorney-General said that investigation of the affairs 
of the St. Mary's Shipping Company, the registered owners, disclosed a 
remarkable state of affairs. The company at one time had owned 11 
steamers, but all of them had been mortgaged to the National Provincial 
Bank, and by 1925 the amount of debt on the ships was far more than the 
ships were worth. Under an agreement made on May 14, 1925, the bank 
reduced the amount of their claim from something over £500,000. to 
£355,000. Six of the 11 ships became the property of another company, five, 
including the Eastway, remaining the property of the St. Mary's Company. 
The two directors of the company and the two managers of the ships were 
Mr. Watkin Williams and his brother, Mr. Pardoe Williams. As part of the 
agreement Mr. Watkin Williams and Mr. Pardoe Wiliams guaranteed up to 
£50,000 the indebtedness of the company. In addition, they undertook to 
pay, over and above the £355,000, £32,500 in five years. Under the articles 
of association of the St. Mary's Company the managers, who were Mr. 
Watkin Williams and Mr. Pardoe Williams, had the complete control of the 
ships, and they were responsible for ensuring their safety and the taking of 
proper steps. For remuneration they were entitled to 3 per cent. of the 
gross freights. Under the agreement Mr. Watkin Williams and his brother 
were each to have £3,000 a year free of income-tax out of the 
remuneration, and the balance was to go to the bank to reduce the 
company's indebtedness.  

The effect, therefore, was that the only people who stood to gain by 
the earnings of the ships were Mr. Watkin Williams and his brother, and they 
only were the people who would gain by the loading of the boats.  

 
Case of The Eastway. 

In the case of the Tideway there was a series of 12 different voyages 
in which the ship was carrying hundreds of tons more deadweight than she 
legally could and was submerged, sometimes nearly 18in., some times only a 
few inches, below the maximum permitted by Act of Parliament. In 
concluding his statement, the Attorney-General explained that the 9,502 
tons deadweight with which the Eastway sailed on her last voyage was made 
up of 7,785 tons cargo of coal and 1,717 tons in bunkers.  

Mr. Allen Pratt, solicitor, Cardiff, acting for the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, gave evidence. He produced several documents, including the 
charterparty for the Eastway's last voyage showing that she was not to have 
less than 7,500 tons and not more than 8,000 tons of cargo at 21s. per ton to 
Pernambuco.  

Evidence was given by survivors of the foundering of the Eastway.  
Edward Davie, of Aberdeen, who was acting third mate, cross-examined by 
Mr. Langton, said that when the port bunker hatch went the water poured in 
and increased the vessel's list.  



Mr. Langton - If the, port bunker had held, the vessel would not have 
foundered ? -- No.  

The Attorney-General, re-examining, read a statement made by Davie 
on December 30, 1926, to the Receiver of Wrecks. In this Davie said that 
about 6 p.m. on October 22, 1926, the chief officer, referring to the then 
condition of the vessel in the hurricane, said, " That 200 tons has done this." 
The witness asked (the statement continued) if it was 200 tons extra and 
the chief officer said the captain had told him on the quay to put 200 tons 
extra in. The hearing was adjourned until to-day. 



Wednesday November 23rd 1927. 

 
TRIAL OF CARDIFF SHIPOWNER. 

LOSS OF THE EASTWAY. 
At Cardiff Assizes yesterday the trial was resumed of Watkin James 

Williams, 46, a shipowner, on an indictment relating to the loss of the 
British steamship Eastway, with 23 other crew, in a hurricane off the 
Bermudas on October 22 last year.  

Williams pleaded “Not guilty” on Monday to 13 counts in three 
indictments, the first Indictment relating solely to the last voyage of the 
Eastway and charging Williams with sending the ship to sea in such an 
unseaworthy state that the lives on board were ikely to be endangered. The 
second and third indictments, containing altogether 12 counts, charged 
Williams with sending the British steamship Tideway to sea in such an 
unseaworthy condition that the lives of the crew were endangered on 12 
different voyages.  

The case for the Crown, led by the Attorney General, Sir Douglas 
Hogg, was that Wiliams had “habitually caused his ships to be over loaded in 
foreign ports.” 

 Mr. Nicholas Harvey Kendall, marine surveyor, of Cardiff, giving 
evidence, said that the Eastway would require 1,742 tons of coal in bunkers 
to take her from Norfolk, Virginia (whence she started on her last voyage), 
by way of Pernambuco and the River Plate to Las Palmas. With that quantity 
she would arrive with four days' coal supply in hand.  

Cross-examined by Mr. G. P. Langton, K.C., for the defence, Mr. 
Kendall said that he regarded her as an ordinary tramp steamer, and he 
made his calculations from that standpoint. He agreed that the block 
coefficient of the Eastway as judged by the ship's model in Court was finer 
than that of the ordinary tramp steamer. The finer the block coefficient the 
faster a vessel might travel.  

 
A Ship's Master's Evidence. 

William Henry Boxall, of Plymouth, a ship's master retired, said that 
if the Eastway had started from Norfolk, Virginia, on September 30 instead 
of October 18, she could have done the same journey according to Board of 
Trade rules on her summer marks of loading. A slow ship starting at the end 
of September might travel on summer marks, but a fast ship-starting early 
in October must go on winter marks although she might cross into summer 
weather before the slower vessel. Some masters sailing winter voyages from 
Norfolk to the South sometimes loaded to summer marks, because they had 
not experienced the danger of it.  

The Attorney-General, re-examining. -- What is the advantage of 
overloading to a ship's master? -- I suppose a ship's master, like everyone 
else, fears the danger which is nearest, and the danger which is nearest the 
ship's master to-day is the danger of unemployment.  

Captain Thomas Harrison, surveyor to the Board of Trade, said that if 
the ship was overloaded the hazards of the voyage would be increased, and 



if rough weather was encountered it would be dangerous to the lives of 
those on board.  

The Attorney-General (re-examining). -- What is the object of the 
Plimsoll line? -- It is a line to which all ships can be loaded with safety. 

Given the ordinary perils of the sea which a prudent and reasonable 
ship master has to foresee, is it safe to load a ship below her Plimsoll line? -
- In my opinion it is not.  

Mr. Justice Wright.-- Was the hurricane on that day such a storm as a 
prudent navigator could reasonably anticipate in those waters at that time 
of the year ? -- Yes.  

 
The Case of the TIDEWAY. 

The hearing of evidence called by the prosecution in support of the 
charges respecting the Tideway began late in the afternoon.  

Captain James Alexander Agnew, a steamship master for 29 years, 
said that he was appointed to the Tideway in April, 1923. He found the 
vessel had a summer draught of 25ft. 4in., a winter draught of 24ft. 10in., 
and a carrying capacity in summer of 8,800 tons. He found, however, that 
the ship would not load to her capacity by about 183 tons. In January, 1924, 
he sailed from Durban to Colombo -- a summer voyage with the Tideway 
drawing 26ft., while with freight and bunkers the total tonnage was 8,856, 
to which about 50 tons of fresh water had to be added. On May 29, 1924, 
the Tideway made a winter voyage from Buenos Aires to Antwerp with a 
dead weight, including water, of 9,020 tons. On the next voyage of the 
Tideway from Bahia Blanca to London, he reported by telegram only the 
weight of the cargo, which was 7,861 tons.  

The Attorney-General. -- How is it that you did not show what was in 
the bunkers as well ?  

Captain Agnew. -- Because it had been then agreed in the office in 
Cardiff between Mr. Watkin Williams and his brother, Mr. Pardoe Williams, 
that I should refrain from stating the amount in the bunkers. I told Mr. 
Watkin Williams and Mr. Pardoe Williams that I had been nearly caught with 
the ship overloaded by the port surveyors. I was nearly caught once in 
London and once at Avonmouth. It was then agreed between us that I should 
leave out the amount of the bunkers from the sailing telegram in future in 
order to minimize the risk of being caught by the port surveyors at the 
different English ports for overloading.  

The hearing was adjourned until to-day.  



Thursday November 24th 1927. 

 
CARDIFF SHIPOWNER ON TRIAL. 

ALLEGED MENACE TO A WITNESS. 
The trial was continued at the Cardiff Assizes yesterday of Watkin 

James Williams, 46, shipowner, indicted for having been a party to sending 
to sea in an unseaworthy condition the steamship Eastway, which was lost 
with 23 lives in a hurricane off the Bermudas on October 22, 1926.  

Williams pleaded “Not guilty” on Monday to 13 counts in three 
indictments, the first indictment relating solely to the last voyage of the 
Eastway and charging Williams with sending the ship to sea in such an 
unseaworthy state that the lives on board were likely to be endangered. The 
second and third indictments, containing altogether 12 counts, charged 
Williams with sending the British steamship Tideway to sea in such an 
unseaworthy condition that the lives of the crew were endangered on 12 
different voyages.  

The Attorney-General (Sir Douglas Hogg) leading for the Crown, 
alleged in his opening of the case that on 12 different voyages made by the 
Tideway over a period of three years she sailed with hundreds of tons more 
deadweight than she was legally entitled to.  

Further evidence was given yesterday in support of the allegations of 
overloading of the Tideway.  

Mr. Sanders Gervase Weir, the inventor of an instrument for testing 
the trim and draught of a ship, who served as second mate in the Tideway 
until June 15 last, gave details of the draughts of that vessel on a number of 
voyages.  

Cross-examined by Mr. G. B. Langton, K.C. (for the defence), Mr. 
Weir said he did not take any figures in a British port. Asked if he had a 
grudge against the defendant, the witness replied, “Why should I have ?” 

 Mr. Weir said that the day after he left the Tideway he made an 
application for holiday money but it failed, as the applications of all the 
other officers failed.  

Further cross-examined, he said that in the course of his duty in the 
Tideway he made the entries in the abstract of the log giving what should 
be the proper loading of the ship according to regulations. Those entries did 
not tally with the draughts which he recorded in his private notes and which 
he had given in evidence.  

Mr. Langton. -- You admit you were helping in sending incorrect 
information to the owner. -- Yes, I knew how to keep my job.  

Have you been reading in the newspapers what Captain Boxall said in 
Court yesterday ? -- I heard what he said.  

Captain Boxall, a retired shipmaster, stated on Tuesday that a tramp 
ship's master would rather risk his life than lose his job.  

The Attorney-General (re-examining). -- Why did you put in the 
abstract of the log the correct nominal draughts? -- I knew my job. If I had 
put the exact draughts I would have been called over the coals or someone 
else would have made them out.  

 



INCIDENT at ADJOURNMENT. 
Captain Agnew was recalled and asked by the Attorney-General. -– “ 

When you left the witness-box after giving evidence yesterday evening did 
the prisoner say anything to you ?” 

“Yes,” replied Captain Agnew, “he said he would fix me before he 
had finished with me.” 

Mr. Justice Wright decided to hear evidence as to the incident.  
Mr. E. W. Ashton, a solicitor's clerk, said that he heard Williams say, “ 

You will suffer for this before I have finished with you.”  
Mr. Wiliam Henry Coombes, master mariner and managing director of 

the Navigators' and General Insurance Company, said that he heard Wiliams 
say to Captain Agnew, “You wil be sorry for this before I have finished with 
you.” Captain Agnew replied, “I am not scared of you, you young puppy.” 

 Mr. A. S. Weston, a solicitor's clerk, said he heard Williams say to 
Captain Agnew, “I will make you suffer for this.” 

Warder Walters was called by the defence from his position in the 
dock to the witness-box, and said that he heard Captain Agnew say to the 
defendant “I am not afraid of you, my boy.” He did not hear Mr. Watkin 
Williams say anything at all.  

Mr. Langton. -- Before Captain Agnew spoke, did you hear Mr. Watkin 
Williams say anything ? -- No. There was too much noise. Every one was 
pushing. It was difficult to hear anything at all. Captain Agnew had just 
passed the prisoner and was just level with me when he (Captain Agnew) 
made that observation.  

The defendant elected to give evidence, and denied that he said 
anything to Captain Agnew when he was leaving the dock. Captain Agnew 
made a passing remark, but he (the defendant) did not take any notice of it. 
He could not catch what he said. 

 Mlr. Justice Wright said that he accepted the evidence that words of 
a menacng kind were used by the defendant. “In my judgment,” he added, 
“that is a most serious and flagrant interference with the course of Justice. 
It is in fact, a gross contempt of the procedure of this Court. In the 
circumstances, the course I shall adopt will be not to renew the liberty 
which the prisoner so far has been enjoying during the course of this trial.”  

The case for the prosecution was closed, and at the adjournment till 
this morning the defendant was conducted below.  



November 25th 1927. 
 

CHARGE AGAINST A SHIPOWNER. 
CASE FOR THE DEFENCE. 

The defence was opened at the Cardiff Assizes yesterday in the case 
in which Watkin James Williams, 46, shipowner, of Cardiff, is indicted for 
having been a party to sending to sea in an unseaworthy condition the 
British steamship Eastway, which, with 23 lives, was lost in a hurricane off 
the Bermudas in October, 1926.  

Williams pleaded "Not Guilty" on Monday to 13 counts in three 
indictments, the first indictment relating solely to the last voyage of the 
Eastway and charging Williams with sending the ship to sea in such an 
unseaworthy state that the lives on board were likely to be endangered. The 
second and third indictments, containing altogether 12 counts, charged 
Williams with sending the British steamship Tideway to sea in such an 
unseaworthy condition that the lives of the crew were endangered on 12 
different voyages. The case for the prosecution was completeed on 
Wednesday.  

Mr. Langton, K.C., addressing the jury, said he invited them to come 
to the conclusion that it was the hurricane that sank the Eastway, and 
nothing else. He hoped to call before them the commander of H.M.S. 
Valerian, which was lost off the Bermudas just 60 miles from where the 
Eastway went down. There was evidence that this particular hurricane at its 
highest had a force of 130 miles an hour. Captain Thomas Harrison, one of 
the port surveyors of the Board of Trade, had said that the worst hurricane 
he had ever heard of had a force of 107 miles an hour. The hurricane in 
which the Eastway sank appeared to have had unprecedented power so far 
as the experience of man went, and he asked the jury not to fall into the 
fallacy of saying: "The ship sank; therefore she must have been overloaded." 
The evidence for the prosecution was largely based on documentary 
evidence, and the figures contained in the documents had not been proved. 
The fact that only four of the Eastway's 12 survivors had been called by the 
prosecution to give evidence carried its own comment, and the evidence on 
the question of overloading was indirect and conflicting. 
 

Loss of The Valerian. 
Commander William Arthur Usher, R.N., called for the defence, said 

that he attended on subpoena.  
The witness stated that in October, 1926, he was in command of H.M. 

sloop Valerian, which had a displacement of 1,200 tons. They were on a 
voyage in the neighbourhood of the Bahamas. On October 21 a hurricane 
was reported coming up from the Bahamas towards Bermuda, 700 miles 
away, travelling in a north-easterly direction. On October 22 the Valerian 
got five miles south of Bermuda and in that position the hurricane struck 
them at 8.30 a.m. The vessel foundered about 12.45 p.m. Eighty-four lives 
were lost.  

Mr. Langton --To what do you ascribe the foundering of the Valerian 
?--When the centre of the hurricane passed she was in the most dangerous 
part when the wind and the sea were opposing each other.  



The ship became unmanageable," Commander Usher said, "and she 
was thrown broadside on and overwhelmed by the wind and sea. The result 
of the Court-martial on the loss of the vessel, was that no blame was 
attributable to anyone."  

Continuing his evidence the witness said that in his 24 years' 
experience he had never been in a hurricane before, and never imagined 
that the wind or sea could be so great as it was then. The velocity of the 
hurricane, as recorded at the observatory at Bermuda, was 128 miles an 
hour.  

The Attorney-General (cross-examining). --The Court-martial 
expressed the opinion that it was likely the Valerian grounded and that that 
might have caused the disaster?  

Commander Usher. -- I am of opinion there was no possibility of 
grounding, as there was no shock of grounding on board.  

The Attorney-General. -- But the Court-martial came to the 
conclusion that it was likely ? -- They said it was possible.  
 

Ship That “Turned Tail” 
Arthur Stanley Johnson, third officer of the steamship British Officer, 

who was serving as apprentice in the Eastway when she went down, said 
that before sailing from Norfolk, Virgnia, the Eastway had a list of two to 
three degrees. The vessel sailed on October 18 and on October 22 ran into 
the gale. The main hatch was washed away, and this, in his opinion was one 
of the causes of her foundering.  

Captain Walter James Tompkin, master of the steamship Deansway, 
which sailed from Norfolk, Virginia, at 5 a.m. on October 21, 1926, gave 
evidence that between 8 a.m. and noon on the 22nd he received a wireless 
message from Captain Vanstone, of the Eastway, saying that he was trying 
to get across the face of the hurricane and asking "What do you intend 
doing?" The witness replied, "Turn tail". That was what he did. The only 
S.O.S. message he got from the Eastway was delayed and reached him just 
before midnight. It read: -- " Urgent assitance required immediately. 
Latitude 31.25 North, 64.15 West."  

ln cross-examination, the witness denied that he turned round from 
the hurricane because his ship, the Deansway, a vessel owned by Mr. Watkin 
Wiliams’s Company, was over- loaded 432 tons.  He had never got into 
trouble for overloading. The S.O.S. message which he received from the 
Ewatway was relayed by another vesseL.  

The. Attorney General. -- The last S.O.S. message was received at 
5.38 prm. by the Lucilene, the nearest ship. It said “Position 31deg. north, 
63deg. west. Urgent. Bunkers awash, hatches broken. Urgent. No lifebelts."  

Captain Bliault. who had held a master's certificate for 42 years, 
stated that in loading his ship in Chesapeake Bay in the winter months on 
voyages bound south he loaded to her summer marks, and did not consider 
that likely to endanger the lives of any of his crew.  

Cross-examined, he said he did not recognize winter marks till he got 
into the Atantic.  

At the rising of the Court, Mr. Langton asked that the defendant, who 
on Wednesday was ordered by the Judge to remain in custody on the ground 
that he had used menacing words to a witness, might be released on bail as 



he had been in hospital during the night. The Judge granted the application 
on an undertaking being given that the solicitor for the defence would go 
with the defendant in a closed vehicle to his house direct from the Court 
and come with him back to the Court this morning. 



Saturday November 26th 1927. 

 
CARDIFF SHIPOWNER ON TRIAL. 

DEFENDANT IN THE WITNESS-BOX. 
 
Watkin James Williams 46, the Cardiff shipowner on trial for having been a 
party to sending the British steamships Eastway and Tideway to sea in an 
alleged unseaworthy condition, went into the witness-box when the hearing 
of the case was resumed at the Cardiff Assizes yesterday.  

The defendant said that in 1920 be formed the St. Mary's Steamship 
Company, which owned both the Eastway (lost with 23 lives in a hurricane 
off the Bermudas in October, 1926) and the Tideway. Three brothers joined 
him in the concern, but about 1924 or 1925 disagreemnents and quarrels 
arose. This led to dissolution, two brothers going into another company, 
while the witness and Mr. Pardoe Williams remained in the St. Mary’s 
Company, retaining five of a fleet of 11 steamers.  

The witness said he did not see all the abstracts of logs giving the 
loading and draught of ships. The winter deadweight of the Eastway was 
9,120 tons, and he had fixed her charter at 7,500 tons, and estimating that 
she would require about 1,550 tons in her bunkers, he telegraphed to 
Captain Vanstone (who went down with the ship), telling him to take only 
sufficient in the bunkers to take him to Las Palmas, with a face margin. His 
marine superintendent, Captain Mead, estimated the quantity required in 
the bunkers as 1,600 tons, which, with the cargo, would make a total 
deadweight less than 9,120 tons. He denied that he ever had a conversation 
with Captain Agnew (of the Tideway) in which he suggested agreeing with 
him as to overloading. He had never spoken to Captain Aguew about 
omitting the amount in the bunkers from the sailing telegrams, nor was 
there any agreement about it. He had never, from first to last, given any 
instructions or advised or suggested to anyone to overload.  

 
Instructions to Captains. 

The Attorney-General, in cross-examination, asked what steps the 
witness took to see that the Eastway did not go to sea over-loaded, and 
witness replied:-- “I did not know the steamer was overloaded.”  

The Attorney-General repeated the question three times, and Mr. 
Williams replied: “I instructed my captains they were never to overload.” 

 Counsel -- How ? -- I told my superintendent (Captain Mead) to tell 
them. 

“If anything had come to my notice that the captains were 
overloading, I would have dismissed them,” Mr. Williams said. 

The Attorney-General -- Were you careful that nothing should come 
to your notice ? -- No.  

Mr. Justice Wright. -- Is the answer that you took no steps? 
The witness -- Only the steps I have already stated.  
After further cross-examination as to the previous alleged overloading 

of the Eastway, Mr. Justice Wright, turning to Mr. Williams, said:-- “You had 
apparently reason to know she had been overloaded. Do you really mean to 



say that under those circumstances you did not yourself take steps 
personally to discuss the matter with the captain and ascertain what the 
true position was ?” 

The witness. -- I did not personally discuss it with him.  
Mr. Justice Wright. -- Is there any conceivable way in which you can 

reconcile that with your duty as managing owner ?  
The witness. -- I instructed the superintendent to--- 
Mr. Justice Wright (interposing). -- I have heard you say that.  
The witness. -- That is the only answer I can give.  
Further pressed by Mr. Justice Wright, the witness said he did not 

have the time or the opportunity to speak to the captain on the matter. 
The Attorney-General. -- If you had looked at the figures of the 

cargoes and bunkers on any one of the 12 foreign voyages of the Tideway 
from January, 1924, to April, 1927, you must have seen she was overloaded. 

The witness. -- Had I looked.  
What steps did you take to see she was not overloaded ? -- I took no 

steps because I had no knowledge of overloading.  
Mr. Hugh Gibson, consulting officer to the St. Mary's Steamship 

Company, examined by Mr. Trevor Hunter, said he looked at the log 
abstracts when they arrived at the office by post to satisfy himself as to the 
speed and the consumption of coal. The Eastway would require 1,500 tons 
of coal in her bunkers to get to Las Palmas.  

Cross-examined, he said he could not understand why Captain 
Vanstone wrote home saying he would require 1,750 tons, in addition to the 
80 which he had.  

The Attorney-General. -- We have heard a good many people say it 
was the extra 200 tons that did it.  

Mr. Langton, K.C. -- I protest. We have heard nothing but this, that 
the chief officer (who went down with the ship) had said that the 200 tons 
did it.  

Mr. Gibson, replying to the Attorney-General, said he had heard the 
suggestion about the 200 tons.  

The Attorney-General. -- That is just the difference between your 
figure and the captain's.  

Mr. Justice Wright (interposing)).-That may have been referring to 
cargo.  

Witness Rebuked by Judge. 
Captain Charles Bliault, a master mariner, who gave evidence for the 

defence on Thursday, was recalled, and questioned as to his statement 
about the loading of summer marks on a winter voyage south from Norfolk, 
Virginia, with the steamship Rochdale.  

The Attorney-General now produced the official log of the voyage in 
question, and said it contained the information that on January 6, 1921, the 
Rochdale had sailed from Norfolk at an average draught in salt water of 
21ft. 2½in. “That,” said the Attorney-General, to the witness, “was exactly 
your winter's free- board.” .  

Mr. Justice Wright. -- Did you make a false statement yesterday on 
oath, or did you falsify your log at the time -- which is it ?  

The witness. -- I cannot recollect, since what has taken place I accept 
the figures as given there in the official log.  



The Attorney-General. -- Was the dead-weight carried on that occasion 
6,219 tons ? -- I accept those figures.  

Then why did you come here yesterday and swear that you had 
loaded the ship to her summer marks ? -- I have no recollection of the 
figures. It is a long time ago.  

First of all, you said it was your practice to load to summer marks, 
and now it turns out you have no such recollection. Is that what you call 
giving honest evidence ? -- I said it was to the best of my recollection.  

Mr. Justice Wright. – You were pretending to remember.  
The witness. -- The words were put into my mouth.  
Mr. Justice Wright. -- That won't do. It is disgraceful conduct on your 

part. There has been too much of that in this case.  
The Attorney-General. -- What reason had you for saying you loaded 

to your summer marks ? -- I had that impression so far as my recollection 
went. I said I was not certain of my figures.  

After further evidence, Mr. Justice Wright, addressing the witness, 
said :-- You obviously stated, captain, what is untrue. You gave it as a fact, 
in order to affect the mind of the Court and the Judge. You gave positive 
evidence, and it is untrue and contrary to your oath. You may go.  

The case for the defence was closed, and the hearing was adjourned 
till Monday morning.  
 



Tuesday November 29th 1927. 

 
SHIPOWNER FOUND “GUILTY.” 

OVERLADEN SHIPS. 
SENTENCE OF 12 MONTHS' IMPRISONMENT. 

Watkin James Williams, 46, shipowner, of Cardiff, was found Guilty 
at the Cardiff Assizes yesterday on all the 13 counts in the indictment 
charging him with being a party to sending the British stearnships Eastway 
and Tideway to sea in an unseaworthy condition. Mr. Justice Wright 
sentenced the defendant to 12 months’ imprisonment in the second division 
and ordered him to pay the costs of the prosecution.  

One count of the indictment related to the foundering of the Eastway 
with the loss of 23 lives in a hurricane off the Bermudas in October, 1926, 
and the other counts to 12 different voyages by the Tideway, still afloat, all 
from foreign ports. The prosecution alleged that there had been persistent 
over loading of the ships from foreign ports. 

Mr. G. P. Langton, K.C., addressing the jury for the defence, said 
that the Eastway sailed from Norolk, Virginia, in a perfectly seaworthy 
condition, in which there was no danger to the lives of the crew. She met a 
hurricane of unprecedented violence. She was sunk by the hurricane and by 
nothing else. The ship weathered the gale during the day with the hurricane 
striking her and would have come through all right but for the unlucky port 
bunker hatch, which had been stove in by an exceptionally heavy sea. The 
ship, he contended, could not have been overloaded, as she answered her 
helm with precision. The Tideway, he suggested, was never in the slightest 
danger.  

Mr. Justice, Wright, in his summing-up, said that a bad hurricane, 
undoubtedly assailed the Eastway. There was evidence that the area 
through which she had to go on her voyage was liable to be swept by 
hurricanes at that time of the year, and one of the questions for the jury 
was whether the ship, if over-loaded to the extent alleged by the 
prosecution, was seaworthy -- that was, reasonably fit to meet the perils 
which she might fairly be expected to encounter in that area. Did the 
prisoner use all means to see that the ship was seaworthy ? He was a 
manager appointed under the Merchant Shipping Act, and a manager under 
that Act had been described as part of the machinery designed for the 
protection of lives and property at sea. All the defendant said was that he 
told his marine superintendent, Captain Mead, to tell the captains of the 
ships that they must not overload. Captain Mead had not been called as a 
witness.  

If the jury were satisfied that the lives of those sailors on the Eastway 
were endangered, and that the prisoner did not take all reasonable steps to 
prevent that, then it was their duty to give effect to that view, because 
otherwise people like-minded might be encouraged to jeopardize the lives 
of other men.  

The jury retired at 4.30, and returned to Court at 6.25 with a verdict 
finding the defendant Guilty on all 13 counts.  



Mr. Justice Wright, addressing the defendant, said:-- “The jury have 
found that you have been false to the trust reposed in you and false to the 
duty which was yours. I cannot do other than regard the offence of which 
you have been convicted as one which is very serious. In this country the 
Legislature has for half a century or so taken steps to make it a primary part 
of its policy that ships should be made so far as they can be seawortlhy, and 
that unscrupulous shipowners should not be allowed to overload their ships 
and risk the lives of those on board.” 

“You have been found Guilty of committing that crime in a number of 
cases -- in 13 separate cases in fact. As to the first of those, the ship 
Eastway was lost, and the jury may well have thought that if she had not 
been overladen as she was, she would have weathered the storm as I have 
no doubt other ships in that region in fact did. You have not been 
prosecuted for causing the ship to be lost, but you have been prosecuted 
and you are convicted, however, of not doing your duty so as to see that all 
reasonable steps were taken for the safety of your ship. The sentence is 
that you be kept in prison in the second division for 12 months, and pay the 
costs of the prosecution.”  

After the defendant had been removed  Mr. Justice Wright said he 
would order that all the costs of the prosecution should be paid by the 
defendant.-, That he said, included the costs of all the hearings before the 
Justices.  

Mr. Trevor Hunter, who, with Mr. G. P. Langton, K.C., appeared for 
the defence througout the case, made an application that Mrs. Watkin 
Williams should be allowed to see her husband, and the Judge granted 
permission for her to see him to-day. The jury were exempted from jury 
service for seven years.  
 
 

 


